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Dear WRSS Families, 

We hope summer is treating you well!  We wanted to share some 

information about lessons this summer and into fall.  We have 

been in touch with the various churches we teach from and have 

been cleared to begin offering face to face lessons beginning as 

early as July 6.  We are observing all Health Department guide-

lines of mandatory masks, social distancing etc.  Please read the 

page 5 article so you know what to expect when you eventually 

come back to face to face lessons.  As always, you have the option 

to remain online if you decide this is best for your family.   

As remote lessons will be with us in some form or another for at 

least the next year or two, we wanted to suggest that if you plan 

to remain online for lessons, you might consider some basic 

equipment that will help your teacher make the most of your les-

son time.  See the Tech Corner for tips and info on page 2. 

Finally, Thank you for your patience and creativity during the 

last four months.  We have all had to adapt to a new normal and 

will continue adapting as we go along.  Please let us know if you 

have any questions or concerns.  We will be sharing more about 

the fall as we get closer.  For now, we are happy to see our stu-

dents online and ultimately face to face.   

 

All Best,  

Marlene Moses 

Marian Goss 

Kellen Degnan 
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During this pandemic, we have all learned to do 

many things differently. As teachers we have 

learned to use our computers and phones as tools 

to help us reach out during a time when social 

distancing is a must. While we are all still learn-

ing new tricks everyday, we have discovered a 

few tools to help us improve our online lesson 

experience.  

 
Hopefully your child has access to a computer, phone or tablet. The ad-

dition of at least an external microphone will be well worth the invest-

ment.  While using phones for lessons is fine in a pinch we do recom-

mend having lessons on a computer or at least an tablet.  

We as teachers have invested in an external microphone and speaker 

which attaches to our computer.  The sound quality is infinitely better 

than using the built in microphone and speaker.  When we work with 

students who don't have an external microphone, the sound is often 

warped and  cuts in and out.  It makes it difficult for us to really work 

productively with our students week to week. So, below are two links to 

two different microphones that improve the student sound quality on 

the teacher's end.  The Samson Microphone is very basic and inexpen-

sive.  The Yeti is a phenomenal microphone and is ideal for making high 

quality recordings your child may need for auditions etc as well as dra-

matically improving the sound during Zoom/FaceTime/Skype lessons.  

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/samson-go-mic-portable-usb-
microphone-with-software/5893103.p?skuId=5893103  
 
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/blue-microphones-yeti-usb-multi-
pattern-electret-condenser-microphone/9737441.p?skuId=9737441 
 
 
If you use zoom for your lessons, please remember to set your audio to 
allow for original sound. You can do this by going to audio settings, ad-
vanced audio and check the box at the top. Also disable any features 
that suppress the audio. Most video conferencing programs perceive 
music as noise and will try to block out the sound.  So you want the 
original sound.  
 

 
 

TBA 
 

Wrss faculty is currently working 
on the 2020-2021 calendar. We 
hope to have it finalized by the end 
of July. Keep checking the WRSS 
website for updated information. 

 
 

 EVENTS CALENDAR 
TECH CORNER 

 

https://www.bestbuy.com/site/samson-go-mic-portable-usb-microphone-with-software/5893103.p?skuId=5893103
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/samson-go-mic-portable-usb-microphone-with-software/5893103.p?skuId=5893103
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/blue-microphones-yeti-usb-multi-pattern-electret-condenser-microphone/9737441.p?skuId=9737441
https://www.bestbuy.com/site/blue-microphones-yeti-usb-multi-pattern-electret-condenser-microphone/9737441.p?skuId=9737441
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We are happy to welcome cellist Kellen Degnan to our WRSS Family!  Kellen will 

begin teaching cello lessons in July.  

A little about Kellen: 

Kellen Degnan lives in Cleveland and performs and teaches throughout the Mid-

west. He is a member of the Toledo Symphony Orchestra, and also regularly joins 

the Erie Philharmonic Orchestra’s cello section. He is the Adjunct Instructor of 

Cello at Mercyhurst University, where he is also the cello instructor for their Suzu-

ki music program. His advocacy of contemporary music and the music of un-

derrepresented communities permeates his performance activities, including vari-

ous solo performances, as a member of the Vaso String Quartet, and as a frequent 

collaborator with Classical Revolution Cleveland. He is also closely involved in the 

contemporary music scene in Detroit as a member of the artistic committee of the 

Detroit Composers’ Project, and he has recorded for several tracks by Detroit-

based pop band SIAS. 

Kellen has some limited openings for additional cello students. Please contact 

WRSS Director, Dr. Marlene Moses, if you wish to set up a trial lesson. mmosesvio-

lin@gmail.com  

 

 

WELCOME KELLEN 
DEGNAN! 
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50 DAY PRACTICE CHALLENGE 

 

 

 

 

Have news or photos to add? Send your news to Marian Goss at  

gossmarian@yahoo.com 

 

Congratulations to the students who completed the 50 day 

practice challenge:   

Ryan Bowen, Cameron Bowen, Katya Upadhyahula, Mat-

thew Le, Katherine Le, Aditi Nagineni, Wilton Wu, Hazel 

Cajigas, Ellie Rowan, Josie Ponsky, (not pictured). It 

takes a lot of hard work to practice 50 days in a row. Feel 

free to start a practice challenge on your own to keep the 

kids motivated this summer. Way to go!!!! 
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WRSS is dedicated to the safe reopening of lessons, select classes, recitals and performances 

beginning with Face to Face Lessons in July for those who have expressed an interest in 

returning to our WRSS facilities this summer and fall. To make this as safe as possible, there will 

be numerous protocols in place in order to keep everyone as safe as possible. We will continue to 

observe Health Department, CDC and facility guidelines to be sure we are in compliance with all 

guidelines and protocols.  

Basic Protocols:  

Masks worn at all times by faculty, students and families  

Limited number of people in lesson spaces  

Designated entrances and exists at each facility  

Mandatory washing or sanitizing of all hands upon entering facility  

Sanitize again upon entering lessons space  

No one who is ill is permitted to enter the facility  

Sanitizing lesson space between students  

Socially distant space between teacher, student and parent  

Faculty wipe down door handles, tables and other common spaces  

Come in at your lesson time - not before  

Gloria Dei Specific Protocols: Mandatory masks for everyone. Enter through main doors at 

your lesson time - not before. Wash/sanitize hands upon entering. Sanitize upon 

entering lesson space. Observe socially distant space in hallways and lesson space. Limit 

the number of family members that attend lesson. After lesson, exit through side door 

near kitchen and be sure to secure the door (it sticks so pull securely as you leave. All 

spaces outside the studio space are off limits except the bathroom. Please limit the need 

to use bathroom by taking care of that before you arrive if possible. If anyone in the 

family is sick - stay home. You always have online option  

Pilgrim Church Specific Protocols: Mandatory masks for everyone. Enter through Second 

Street doors (where doorbell is). Ring the doorbell at your lesson time - not before. 

Wash/sanitize hands upon entering. Sanitize upon entering lesson space. Observe 

socially distant space in hallways and lesson space. Limit the number of family members 

that attend lesson. After lesson, exit through the door adjacent to parking lot. All spaces 

outside the studio space are off limits except the bathroom. Please limit the need to use 

bathroom by taking care of that before you arrive if possible. 

 If anyone in the family is sick - stay home. You always have the option to have the lesson 

online  

WRSS  Reopening Guidelines 


