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Dear Families, 
Attached, please find the WRSS 2019-2020 events calendar which includes 
Saturday class dates, recital and community performance opportunities.  There 
are many changes this year so please take note of those that apply to you.  As 
many of you know, Mr. Chauncey and Ms. Amy have moved to California.  
We welcome cellist Mr. Benjamin Rogers who will be working with all of our 
WRSS cellists.  Ms. Ophelia Shan, who has subbed for Ms. Amy in the past, 
will be joining us as our new Collaborative Pianist and will be working with 
all our students in preparation for recitals.  Please note the dates of both For-
mal Recitals which are, as always, open to all WRSS students.  Visit our web-
site to read about our new faculty:  www.westernreservesuzukischool.org and 
be sure to ‘Like” us on our Facebook Page which is updated regularly with 
pictures and events.   
Our Fall Saturday Classes have moved!  Due to a fall renovation project at 
the First United Methodist Church in Cuyahoga Falls, our fall semester Satur-
day classes will take place in Hudson at Gloria Dei.  We are grateful that they 
have opened their doors to us for our Saturday classes and fall recitals.  Due to 
the lack of space at Gloria Dei, however, we have had to streamline our classes 
and eliminate Dalcroze.  All Option B students receive group class and either 
Chamber or reading orchestra/beginning music theory (there is no extra charge 
for Chamber, reading orchestra/beginning music theory).  Unfortunately the 
new Keyboard class from last year will be eliminated this year.  We are hoping 
to bring it back the following year!      
Our students were busy this summer attending various musical concerts, 
events and camps including our Western Reserve Chamber Festival.  See 
newsletter for pictures.  If you have any student news to share, please send to 
our newsletter editor, Marian Goss at gossmarian@yahoo.com  We love to 
share pictures and news of our WRSS students! Enjoy the remaining days of 
summer and we look forward to welcoming new and returning families to a 
wonderful year of music making! 
 
Marlene Moses 
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LESSON RATE INCREASE 

Starting this fall, the WRSS lesson rates will be going up. The 
rates are as follows: 

60 minute lesson—$66 

45 minute lesson—$50 

30 minuet lesson—$33 

 

Our faculty has been working hard maintaining their high quali-
ty training, education and experience. It’s been several years 
since we’ve had a lesson increase. This modest increase will 
help keep the WRSS instruction your child receives at the 
highest level. As always, if your family is in need of financial 
assistance, WRSS offers scholarship money for qualified 
applicants. Please visit the WRSS website and click under 
“MORE” then “register” for more information. 

https://www.westernreservesuzukischool.org/  

 

2019-2020 PRIVATE LESSON 
RATES 

 
Due to a renovation project at the First United Methodist Church this 
fall, our first semester Saturday classes will take place at Gloria Dei Lu-
theran Church located at 2113 Ravenna St in Hudson.  January 2020 
through April 2020 our Saturday classes will return to the First United 
Methodist Church (FUMC) located at 245 Portage Trail in Cuyahoga 
Falls.  

To clarify the calendar on the left, “Regular Classes” refers to the Satur-
day morning classes that option B participants registered for. Times are 
8:45-10:30 on regular Saturdays. For ALL WRSS students, please see 
calendar for recital information and performances. 

Your child’s detailed Saturday class schedule will be sent in a separate 
email by the end of this week, so keep any eye on your inbox.  

 

WRSS DATES 2019-2020  

FALL 2019 DATES AT GLO-
RIA DEI HUDSON 

Oct 12—Regular Classes 8:45-10:30  am 

(arrive 8:30 for brief orientation) 

Oct 19—Regular Classes 

Nov 2—Regular Classes 

Nov 10—Reg Classes  PLUS recital re-

hearsals 10-noon  

Nov 16—recital rehearsals ONLY 9:00-

11:00 am 

Nov 23—recital rehearsals ONLY 9:00-

11:00 am 

Nov 23—FALL RECITAL, 4:00 & 6:00 at 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Hudson 

Nov 30—Tree Festival/Fox 8 rehearsal 

10:00 am (location TBA) 

Dec 1—Tree Festival Performance, 4:00 

pm at the John S. Knight Center in Akron 

WINTER/SPRING 2020 
DATES AT FUMC 

Jan 25—Regular Classes 8:45-10:30 

Feb 8—Regular Classes 

Feb 22—Regular Classes 

March 7—Regular Classes 

March 14– Regular Classes PLUS Anthem 

Rehearsal 

March 21—Regular  Classes PLUS recital 

rehearsals 10:00—12:00 pm 

April 4—Regular Classes PLUS recital 

rehearsal and Anthem rehearsal 10:00-

12:00 pm 

April 17—Community Performance for 

chamber participants 6:00 pm (location 

TBA) 

April 25—Recital rehearsals 9:00-11:00 

am  

April 25—SPRING RECITAL, 4:00 &  

6:00 pm at the First United Methodist 

 EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

GROUP CLASS CHANGES 

https://www.westernreservesuzukischool.org/
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START THE YEAR OFF RIGHT! 

PARENT TIPS 

 

 Dr. Suzuki always said “character first, ability second.” 

 No one enjoys doing something they do not do well. 

 There are going to be good practices and there are going to  
 be bad practices. 

 Practice makes permanent, not perfect. 

 Be consistent and try to practice only on the days you eat. 

 The three most important components of this method are par-
ent involvement, listening, and reviewing with a purpose. 

 Our ultimate goal is for the child to experience intrinsic motiva-
tion as well as eventual independence. 

 Learning the notes (and bowings) to the newest piece is not as important as 
strengthening the child’s technical foundation through review. 

 Music lessons and practices in general are filled with life lessons. 

 Never have your child play his newest piece at a solo concert or master class. 

 High stress situations for the children need to be handled with playing a piece they 
are confident with playing. It is important to remember the entire world does not  

 Allow your teacher to control the lesson unless your opinion is invited. 

 Never compare your child to someone else. 

 Do only what the teacher asks. Do not go ahead. 

 Enjoy each step of the journey. Do not focus on the destination. 

 

2019-2020 Rep List 

Vivaldi a min, 1st 

Seitz 2, III 

*Humoresque 

*Minuet (Minuet 3) 

*Martini Gavotte 

*Lully Gavotte 

*Hunters Chorus 

*Musette 

*Chorus 

*Minuet 1 

Andantino 

*Long, Long Ago 

*Allegro 

*O Come Little Children 

*Go Tell Aunt Rhody 

*Song of the Wind 

*Lightly Row 

*Twinkles 

 

*community performance rep-
ertoire 

Only Practice on 

the days you 

eat…. 

 

S. Suzuki 
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Ben Rogers, cello 

A native of Knoxville, TN, cellist Benjamin Rogers is 
a member of the Canton Symphony Orchestra and is 
the principal cellist of the Cleveland Opera Theater. 
He is a graduate of the Cleveland Institute of Music, 
studying with renowned pedagogue Dr. Melissa 
Kraut, and DePaul University, studying with former 
assistant principal cellist of the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, Stephen Balderston. 

 Benjamin was the first prize winner of the 2014 Ten-
nessee Cello Workshop Competition and has per-
formed in masterclasses for preeminent cellists Lynn 
Harrell, Amit Peled, Inbal Segev, and Richard Aaron. 
In 2016 he was one of ten cellists selected to study 
under the renowned cellist Zuill Bailey at the Sitka 
International Cello Seminar and performed exten-
sively throughout the Alaskan community. 
  
As an advocate of contemporary music, Benjamin 
has performed extensively with the Chicago-based 
Ensemble 20+, and has worked with members of 
Eighth Blackbird and Ensemble Dal Niente. Recent-
ly, Benjamin has been active as a member of the 
cello quartet, Hole in the Floor, where they recently 
performed a concert cycle of seven world premieres 
of works by Detroit-area composers. This summer 
they will be debuting in Atlanta for the YInMn con-
temporary music festival. 
 

  
Ophelia Shan, piano 
 
 
Award winning pianist Ophelia Shan earned her 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in piano perfor-
mance from Xinghai Conservatory (China) and Okla-
homa City University, then focused her education 
and career on collaborative piano and attended the 
Cleveland Institute of Music under Anita Pontremoli. 
She has served at the Ashland University, Oklahoma 
City University and Southern Nazarene University as 
staff pianist, as well as actively involved in communi-
ty outreaches and cultural activities in the greater 
northeast Ohio region since 2014. As a collaborative 
pianist, Ophelia has played for Red River Lyric 
Opera, Great Lakes Light Opera, BW Singers, Inter-
lochen Center for the Arts, Opera Breve Vocal Inten-
sive, working with renowned musicians and directors 
such as Dr. Stephen Dubberly, Copeland Woodruff, 
Scott Susong, Don Marrazzo, Matti Hirvonen; as an 
educator and concert pianist, her open classes, sem-
inars and performances had been recorded and 
broadcast in China and the US. 
 
While continuing making a performing career, Ophe-
lia is currently staff pianist at the Conservatory of 
Music at Baldwin Wallace University and the director 
of music ministry at Grace UCC of Loyal Oak. Ophe-
lia now has her own studio and lives in Brunswick, 
Ohio with her husband and their dog Raphael. 

WELCOME NEW FACULTY MEMBERS 
BEN ROGERS AND OPHELIA SHAN! 
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JUNE 2019  

ANTHEM PERFOR-
MANCE 

 

CHECK OUT OUR AWESOME STUDENTS! 

 

 

 

 

Have news or photos to add? Send your news to Marian Goss at  

gossmarian@yahoo.com 
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WRSS students helping Dr. Moses 

at the Salvation Army Preschool 

WRCF 2019 


