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Dear Prospective Suzuki Parents,

Thank you for your interest in the Western Reserve Suzuki School (WRSS).  Enclosed is an introduction 
packet explaining this unique approach to teaching instrumental music.  Please take time to read it 
carefully.

You will find that the Suzuki approach is different from other traditional approaches, specifically in its 
philosophy, style of learning and parental/family involvement.  This style of learning makes it possible 
for very young children to achieve high levels of success.  The Suzuki approach requires a major 
commitment, but the rewards for both you and your child will be great and will last a lifetime.
 
At the present time we offer private lesson instruction in violin and cello, in addition to our twice a month 
group classes which include: play-ins, dalcroze classes, informal and formal recitals and community 
performances.  Group classes take place at the First United Methodist Church in downtown Cuyahoga 
Falls - 245 Portage Trail Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 – on the corner of Third St and Portage Tr.  Private 
lessons take place in various locations depending on instructor. New parents will work with child's 
teacher to develop skills necessary to become an effective home teacher/practice partner.  The enclosed 
packet will explain these additional musical experiences and the importance of each of these components 
in making the Suzuki Approach successful.

WHAT IS NEXT?

After you have read the attached information, the next step is to contact Marlene Moses in order to 
schedule one to two private lesson observations and one to two Saturday class observations.  The 
observations allow you and your child to see our philosophy in action and also allows WRSS faculty to 
meet you and your child and determine lesson readiness.  If you are unsure which instrument is right for 
your child, it is best to observe multiple lessons of different instruments.  

Once the observations are complete, you will be put in touch with an instructor who has openings and 
you can discuss lesson time availability at that point.  The Registration materials may then be submitted 
once a lesson time is agreed upon by your family and prospective teacher.  We see each student for one 
private lesson per week.  Saturday classes meet about twice a month and serve to motivate and reinforce 
what is going on in the private lessons.  Saturday classes also serve as an important social connection 
between students and families.  The other thing to factor in is the need to set aside 20-30 minutes each 
day (more as the student progresses) in order to practice.  Practice entails essentially “recreating” the 
lesson, with the parent as home teacher.  Both lesson time and practice time need to be scheduled at a 
time that is optimal for your child.  Late in the evening is usually not a good time to initiate practice or 
have a lesson.  



SUZUKI CD
If you have decided that our Suzuki program is a good fit for your family, you will want to purchase the 
Suzuki volume 1 Book and CD and start listening right away – even before you have a set lesson time.  
The process of observing and then finding a lesson time can take weeks or even months, depending upon 
instructor availability.   The more flexible your schedule, the more likely it is that we will find a lesson 
time for you and your child.    

 The Suzuki materials may be purchased from SHAR Music by calling 1-800-248-SHAR.  You will need 
to purchase a Suzuki Volume I compact disc for listening (violin or cello), a Suzuki Volume I book, and 
Dr. Suzuki’s book Nurtured By Love.  Local Music Stores may carry the materials as well, though you 
should call and find out for sure.  Additionally, new parents will be encouraged to purchase Time to 
Practice by Carrie Reuning Hummel.  

Please feel free to contact one of the teachers with any comments or questions.  We look forward to 
working and playing with you and your children.

Most Sincerely,

Marlene Moses
330-256-1699
mmosesviolin@gmail.com



The Western Reserve Suzuki School

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE SUZUKI APPROACH  
The Suzuki 'Method' is actually a philosophy of studying music originating in Japan by Dr. Shinichi Suzuki. Originally 
developed for violin study, the Suzuki Approach has since been adapted for use in the study of various instruments as a 
natural way of learning music. It is often called the “mother-tongue” approach because the children learn music in the 
same way they learn to speak their native language. Children learn an entire language at a very young age because it is a 
part of their environment. Every child who is immersed in his/her native tongue will learn to speak with just that 
inflection. The same is true in music. This means that everyone can develop superior sensitivity and a true understanding 
of music if they are immersed in an environment of high quality music. Working together, parent, child and teacher can 
create an environment where every child can develop ability and a beautiful heart.  In Nurtured By Love, Suzuki also 
writes: “Talent is no accident of birth...Man is born with a natural ability. A newborn child adjusts to his environment in 
order to live, and various abilities are acquired in the process... A person unable to do good work is one who was brought 
up that way… A child never fails...a teacher fails...a parent fails...but a child never fails.”  

THE SUZUKI ENVIRONMENT 
Children learning to speak, hear and understand much of their language before actually learning to speak. Children learn 
to speak because they are consistently being talked to. They are encouraged and expected to speak. When studying 
instrument by way of the Suzuki Approach, children must first be totally acquainted with the literature they will be 
studying, just as they are acquainted with their native language. By listening and watching, children learn very naturally. 
The teacher only needs to show them how to bring out the “musical language” that they already know. All children can 
develop to a very high level this way. As students advance, they become familiar with high quality music. They know 
the basics and therefore are free to play and express themselves individually.  

A POSITIVE-ONE STEP AT A TIME APPROACH
When children learn to speak we don’t immediately expect them to speak perfectly.  We do, however, expect them to 
eventually be able to express themselves fluently.  In the process, we encourage the child by repeating the words over 
and over.  For example, how many times did you say “mama” to your small child?  When “mama” was attempted, like 
most parents, I’m sure, you responded with “Yes!!”, and then repeated it again and again.

In the Suzuki Approach, we learn one step at a time, or perhaps one finger, one rhythm pattern, one technique.  We learn 
by repetition and positive reinforcement.  Dr. Suzuki says, “Don’t push, don’t scold, and don’t forget to praise.”  When 
one step is mastered, we add the next step.  In this way, everything is learned completely and thoroughly.  Continual 
work on review pieces allows a child to experience mastery while continuing to build upon an increasing foundation of 
skills necessary for upcoming repertoire.  

THE ROLE OF THE SUZUKI PARENT
The Suzuki Approach is most different from other types of instruction in that the involvement of the parent(s) is 
essential! The parent is solely responsible for creating the musical environment. This includes many factors. 1. The 
Literature:  It is the parent’s responsibility to play the CD of the Suzuki literature at a regularly scheduled time every 
day. This is the only way your child will learn the music. They are expected to be familiar with each new piece before 
they come to their lesson or class. The teacher can then introduce the mechanics of the piece, previewing any tricky 
places or new ideas, and expect the child to learn the piece at home. If the proper environment has been created by 
consistent playing of the CD, a child will be able to play each new piece by ear. This frees the parent to watch for 
fingering, bowing and technical problems. The teacher is then free to concentrate on musical ideas with the child. We 
recommend that the child listen to the CD as background music while doing some other quiet activity, such as eating, 
reading, quiet play or just before bedtime.  2. Scheduling: The scheduling of listening and practice time is the 
responsibility of the parent. You as the parent must make these times a priority on your home- they should not be 
negotiable.  Practice sessions can be fun, and should definitely be limited to the child’s attention span (for pre-schoolers, 
sometimes 5-10 minutes), but must be regularly scheduled every day.

As the Home Teacher, each Suzuki parent is responsible for daily practice. By this we mean, that the parent participates 
in the lesson, takes notes and establishes the home practice routine. This requires taking comprehensive notes at lessons 
and reviewing prior to at home practice with your child.  The Suzuki teacher will work with each parent in the lesson so 
that an appropriate home practice routine can be established.  



READING
In the same way that children learn to speak first, then read, the Suzuki Approach teaches children to play their 
instrument before they read music. Reading is a necessary, but separate skill and really has nothing to do with a child’s 
ability to play, just as reading books has nothing to do with one’s ability to speak.

When children are ready to begin reading in school, they are usually ready to begin reading music as well.  For older 
beginners (7, 8 or 9 years old) reading can begin almost simultaneously with their study of the Suzuki literature.  
However, they are learning two separate skills.  It takes much practice and time before a person is reading at the same 
level as their speech and this is also true of music.

By studying music this way, children will already have the ability to play with musical understanding and sensitivity.  
Only after these skills are developed will they be able to understand the musical score, and see the real music that it 
represents.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
Typically, new students start lessons first on a box violin or cello (provided by the teacher), not the actual instrument. 
This gives the child time to learn how to hold the instrument without worry of it dropping. It also allows the child to 
focus on his/her body rather than the instrument itself. When the child is ready, a transition to the real instrument can be 
made. When that time comes, you will need to purchase or rent a quality instrument after consulting with your teacher. 
String students must have an instrument that is the right size, and so it must be measured by the WRSS teacher, not the 
shop owner or parent. Consult with your teacher before purchasing any instrument. (See the resource section in order to 
purchase CDs, music and instruments). You will also be required to make an initial purchase of the REVISED Suzuki 
Volume 1 Book and CD, and Nurtured by Love by Dr. Suzuki. Two more books, Time to Practice by Carrie Reuning 
Hummel and To Learn With Love by William and Constance Starr are recommended but not required. 
*A note about EBay and Amazon (and other non-music internet sites) - while it is not impossible to find a decent 
instrument over the internet, in most cases you are not dealing with a qualified dealer or string expert and thus cannot be 
certain of the quality of the instrument. Any reputable dealer or seller should allow a buyer to try the instrument before 
buying. Dealing with a local shop allows you to trade in when a new size is needed, fix damages and rehair bows. You 
cannot get that service online.  

        

            



           THE WESTERN RESERVE SUZUKI SCHOOL

PROGRAM SPECIFICS

INSTRUCTION - Our Suzuki program includes weekly private lessons of thirty or forty-five minutes in length.  The length 
of the lesson is determined by age, skill and attention span of the child.  In addition to the private lesson, each student is 
required to attend twice a month Saturday morning Group and Dalcroze classes.  All students will be given the option of 
performing a polished piece at one of the informal recitals, which are scheduled along with the bi-monthly classes.  

OBSERVATION - You will be required to observe one to two private lesson observations and one to two Saturday class 
observations.  Observance of other students’ lessons is an important part of the learning process.  After you have begun study, 
it is strongly suggested that you make time to arrive at your child’s lesson early, or plan to stay later to observe a portion of 
another student’s lesson.  There is no substitute for the motivation a child receives by watching another child.  

PERFORMANCES – WRSS has one formal recital scheduled during the year.  We also provide various informal and 
community opportunities for our students.  The more involved a family is in the various performance and concert 
opportunities.  Attendance at these performances is recommended, but not mandatory.  

PARENT EDUCATION - To help and encourage parents in their commitment to the Suzuki Approach to musical education, 
parents will be offered a series of  parent sessions throughout the year.  Since it is the responsibility of the parent to be 
thoroughly familiar with what the student is expected to learn, and be able to be present it in a supportive and encouraging 
environment, we feel that these sessions are necessary for  a successful musical journey.  Some of the areas that will be 
covered at these sessions will be: a)  a background of the Talent Education Approach of  Dr. Suzuki, b) specifics in managing 
long term daily practice,  c) ideas to keep practice fun and productive,  d) acquiring an instrument and care of it.   Some of the 
parent education will also take place directly in your child's lesson.  As teachers, we work with each parent to be sure he/she 
has skills necessary to become a successful home teacher.  These include learning to play the instrument.  We have designed 
this program with one goal, and that is to make the study of music an experience full of wonder and discovery.  The study of 
music is a lifelong endeavor, and we want to insure that you have a positive and realistic attitude for yourself and your child.   
We will refer to Time to Practice by Carrie Reuning Hummel throughout the course of the year.    

FEES – A WRSS Registration fee/form is due no later than July 31.  This fee holds a spot for your child and covers all of the 
Saturday classes and recitals for the entire school year.  
Private lesson tuition will be billed quarterly directly from your private teacher, at the beginning of each 8-week session (four 
payments per year).  Payment due dates are listed on each customized tuition statement.  Lessons will be suspended if payment 
or arrangement for payments is not made at this time.

Tuition fees are as follows:

30 minute lesson: $33. per lesson ($264 per each 8-week session)

45 minute lesson:  $50. per lesson ($400 per each 8-week session

60 minute lesson: $66. per lesson ($528 per each 8-week session)

Missed Lessons – As each teacher is an independent contractor, each teacher will have her own private lesson attendance 
policy. Please speak directly with your private teacher to find out what her specific policy is regarding missed lessons.  

Lesson tuition scholarship is available for eligible Option B families who have been in the program for one year or more.



INSTRUMENT SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS AND INFORMATION

VIOLIN:
Instrument: You will need to purchase or rent a quality instrument after consulting with your teacher who
will measure your child and tell you which size to acquire. Most beginners will start on a box violin, made
by the teacher, so a violin is not necessary at the first lesson.
Required Books/CDs:
• Newly Revised Suzuki Violin Volume 1 Book
• Newly Revised CD/Book performed by William Preucil
• Nurtured by Love (by Dr. Suzuki)
Also recommended (not required):
• Time to Practice (by Carrie Reuning Hummel - available at Amazon.com)
• To Learn with Love (by William and Constance Starr)
• Ability Development from Age Zero (by Dr. Suzuki)
• Where Love is Deep (by Dr. Suzuki)
• Helping Parents Practice (by Edmund Sprunger)
What to bring to each lesson:
• Notebook and pen specifically and exclusively for taking notes at lessons.
• Foot chart, box violin/violin and sponge

CELLO:
Instrument: You will need to purchase or rent a quality instrument after consulting with your teacher. You
must have an instrument that is the right size, and so must be measured by the teacher he/she intends to
study with. Consult with your teacher before obtaining any instrument.
Stool or Chair: Proper chair height is essential for the beginning cellist. Adjustable cello benches are
required for all beginning cellists. Benches are available for purchase through Cleveland Violins. Please
consult with your teacher regarding purchasing a cello stool.
Required Books/Cds:
• Suzuki Cello Volume 1 Book
• Suzuki Cello Volume 1 CD
• Nurtured by Love (by Dr. Suzuki)
• Time to Practice (by Carrie Reuning Hummel – available at Amazon.com)
Also recommended (not required):



THE WESTERN RESERVE SUZUKI SCHOOL

CURRENT STUDENT REGISTRATION  FORM

Student’s Name___________________________Instrument _____________Age____________

Parent’s Names________________________________________________________________

Home Address___________________________________City_____________Zip___________

Home phone__________________________________Cell phone_______________________

E-Mail address_________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION LEVELS

OPTION A: RECITAL ONLY OPTION     $125 per year
Includes: Two Formal Recitals, Recital Rehearsals 

***
OPTION B:  FULL REGISTRATION   $495

Includes: Saturday Group Classes, Performance Hour, Piano Rehearsals, Two Formal Recitals, Dalcroze & all Eligible 
Community Performances 

ELECTIVE CLASSES $195
(NOTE: students must be registered as either Option A or Option B in order to sign up for these electives offered at a discount 

to WRSS families)

  Reading Orchestra (Bks 1-2) 
Large Chamber Ensemble (Bks 3 & higher)

Music Theory/Keyboard  (see course description and eligibility)
            Saturday Cello Ensemble (see course description and eligibility)   

***
  

Make Checks payable to Western Reserve Suzuki School
Send application, fee & liability waiver to: 

4195 Leewood Rd.  Stow, OH 44224

CURRENT STUDENTS
Deadline to Register is May 31

AFTER May 31, Fee goes up to $550

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:__________________
SIGNED LIABILITY WAIVER MUST ACCOMPANY THIS REGISTRATION FORM

(NOTE: No Registration Fee refunds)

*Eligible Option B students may apply for a tuition scholarship once Registration materials have been 
received.  Please see the WRSS website for detail www.westernreservesuzukischool.org



WAIVER AND RELEASE

In consideration for being allowed to participate in any activities associated with the Western Reserve Suzuki 
School (hereinafter "Suzuki") wherever and whenever such activities may be held, the undersigned on his or her 
own behalf and on behalf of the minor identified below and those persons identified in paragraph 3 hereof, 
acknowledges and agrees that:

____ (initial) (1) There is a risk of injury from participating in or being a part of activities associated with Suzuki 
including but not limited to, a risk of injury from audience members, other participants, and persons, conditions, 
and objects associated with venues where activities may occur, and while particular rules, equipment and personal 
discipline may reduce the risk, the risk still exists and is accepted and assumed by me;

_____(initial) (2)  I knowingly and freely assume all such risks, both known and unknown, and however arising, 
even if arising from the negligence of other participants, audience members, employees, agents, staff, board 
members and/or volunteers of Suzuki.  I will assume full responsibility for the participants listed below as well as for 
any children or others under my care, control, or supervision.  I agree to assume liability for all medical costs, 
attorney's fees, and for any and all other expenses and damages, resulting from injury to myself, the participants 
listed below, and those persons and entities set forth in paragraph 3 hereof and/or described or included by this 
paragraph.

______(initial) (3)  I, for myself, and on behalf of my spouse (if any), child(ren), and any of my or their heirs and 
assigns, release and hold harmless Suzuki or any successor entity to such nonprofit corporations, as well as 
employees, staff, volunteers, board members, agents, and all other participants, with respect to any and all 
expenses, medical bills, causes of actions, claims, injuries, disabilities, losses and/or damages to person or 
property to the fullest extent of the law.  

______(initial) (4) I understand, acknowledge and agree that performances and classes occur in public spaces and 
that video and photos of participants may be used on websites and in other social media forms, and as a result, I 
hereby waive any expectation of privacy or copyright I, myself, or on behalf of my spouse (if any), child(ren), and/or 
any of my or their heirs and assigns may have.

I have read the above waiver and release, and by signing and initialing this document, I am stating that I agree to 
and understand the terms and conditions contained in this document.

Participant: _______________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian/Legal Custodian: _________________________________________________

Date: _______________



WRSS Reading Orchestra 

The Reading Orchestra ensemble is designed for the  Mid-book1- book 2 student.  Music will be tailored 
to the level of the group.  Skills to be learned include good ensemble, posture, reading in a large 
ensemble, playing together, listening across the orchestra all within a non-competitive atmosphere.  

Minimum requirements:  Teacher Recommendation

In keeping with the WRSS tradition of high standards, attendance will be taken at all rehearsals and no 
more than TWO absences will be permitted per year.  Additionally, orchestra parts must be prepared with 
the home teacher.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………
WRSS  Reading Orchestra Registration Form

Student Name_____________________________________________Instrument_________

Address_____________________________________________________________

Phone (         )__________________________________Cell (       )_______________

Email Address________________________________________________________

Teacher Signature_______________________________________________
(OR teacher may opt to email consent to gossmarian@yahoo.com)

Cost: 
$195. per WRSS student payable by check made to WRSS
Deadline to register:  May 31 (After May 31 add $25)

Questions?   Contact Marian Goss at gossmarian@yahoo.com

mailto:gossmarian@yahoo.com


WRSS CHAMBER CLASS

WRSS Chamber Class is intended to provide advancing students the opportunity to work in chamber 
group within an environment that encourages musical collaboration and communication.  Acceptance is 
based upon Teacher Recommendation.  Minimum technical and reading level for this class is Bk 3 and 
higher.  In keeping with the WRSS tradition of high standards, attendance will be taken at all rehearsals 
and no more than TWO absences will be permitted per year.  Additionally, chamber parts must be 
prepared with the home teacher.  

Beyond learning notes and rhythms, specific Chamber Music skills of listening, breathing together, 
moving together, watching, matching bow strokes and sounds, will be a part of the learning process.  
Chamber groups will have the opportunity to perform at various community outreach concerts.  

Groups and pieces will be chosen based upon registrants’ levels and each participant will be emailed a 
part and a score.  It is very important that participants find a recording of their chamber work and study 
how each part fits with the others.
………………………………………………………………………………………….

WRSS CHAMBER CLASS REGISTRATION FORM

Student Name_____________________________________________Instrument_________

Address_____________________________________________________________

Email Address_________________________________________________________

Phone (         )__________________________________Cell (       )_______________

Teacher Signature____________________________________________
(OR teacher may opt to email consent to gossmarian@yahoo.com)

Cost: 
$195. per WRSS student payable by check made to WRSS

Deadline to register:  May 31 (After May 31 add $25.00)

Questions?   Contact Marlene Moses         mmosesviolin@gmail.com

mailto:mmosesviolin@gmail.com


WRSS MUSIC THEORY/KEYBOARD

Music Theory/Keyboard is designed for the intermediate and advancing student ready 
for a formal approach to music theory:  including creating basic rhythmic and tonal patterns as 

well as chord progressions and harmonic analysis pertaining to the music being studied in 
private and group classes.  Basic keyboard skills will also be introduced.  Teacher 

Recommendation required.  Students should be playing up to 3 sharps and 2 flats in their 
private lesson study as a minimum level for this elective class.  No piano background necessary.  

Instructor will tailor the class to level and interests of students.  

$195. per WRSS student payable by check made to WRSS
Deadline to register:  May 31 (After May 31 add $25)

………………………………………………………………………………………………
WRSS  Music Theory Registration Form

Student Name_____________________________________________Instrument_________

Address_____________________________________________________________

Phone (         )__________________________________Cell (       )_______________

Email Address________________________________________________________

Teacher Signature_______________________________________________
(OR teacher may opt to email consent to gossmarian@yahoo.com)

Cost: 
$195. per WRSS student payable by check made to WRSS
Deadline to register:  May 31 (After May 31 add $25)

Questions?   Contact  at Marlene Moses mmosesviolin@gmail.com



WRSS SATURDAY CELLO ENSEMBLE

Cello Ensemble is designed to be a multi-level, multi-age ensemble of cellists who wish to prepare 
and perform cello music in a variety of musical styles.  Repertoire will be chosen based upon the 

level of and interest of cello participants.  For more information contact Mr. Chauncey Aceret 
chauncey.aceret@gmail.com

$195. per WRSS student payable by check made to WRSS
Deadline to register:  May 31 (After May 31 add $25)

………………………………………………………………………………………………
WRSS  Cello Choir Registration Form

Student Name_____________________________________________Instrument_________

Address_____________________________________________________________

Phone (         )__________________________________Cell (       )_______________

Email Address________________________________________________________

Teacher Signature_______________________________________________
(OR teacher may opt to email consent to gossmarian@yahoo.com)

Cost: 
$195. per WRSS student payable by check made to WRSS
Deadline to register:  May 31 (After May 31 add $25)

Questions?   Contact Marlene Moses at mmosesviolin@gmail.com

mailto:chauncey.aceret@gmail.com
mailto:mmosesviolin@gmail.com

